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The project was intended to provide Federal employees in the Oregon Federal Executive Board (OFEB) 
service community with awareness on what to expect during a large earthquake and provide guidance on 
personal safety in the workplace and at home during a large scale seismic event. 

Awareness of impacts of a large scale earthquake in the Pacific Northwest is increasing, but there is a lack 
of preparedness regarding personal safety. This project will benefit the OFEB service community by 
providing information to all Federal employees.  The project results are designed to promote the safety 
and welfare of all Federal employees both in and outside the workplace.   

Initial fact finding work was conducted to get a preliminary understanding of Federal organizations’ current state 
of earthquake awareness and preparedness in the Portland area. Information gathered from this fact finding 
helped to revise the scope our project.  Because of this work we focused our efforts from an agency level, 
continuity of operations approach to employee awareness and employee safety.   

We found that most employees had only a basic understanding of the effects of a large earthquake; what to do 
in the event of an earthquake while at the workplace; or a plan for transportation, communication, or safety 
following an earthquake event.  People living in the Northwest have not traditionally considered this area prone 
to hazardous earthquakes until recently, and the level of training and preparation has not been emphasized.  
However, the science has improved and we now understand that the Northwest has a relatively high probability 
of occurrence for a very large and detrimental earthquake.   

We care about our employees and safety in the workplace.  Additionally, having employees who are personally 
prepared as well as prepared for their families helps minimize disruption of critical job functions and mission 
related activities in the workplace.  As agencies are already mandated for continuity of operations planning, we 
felt augmenting that information with employee awareness, both in the workplace and at home, would fill an 
important need. 

The team researched the information, breaking it down into  three main focus areas: 

1. Cascadia Subduction Zone awareness 
2. workplace preparedness  
3. personal preparedness   

The decision to disseminate the information to Federal workers via a webpage was made due to economics and 
sustainability of use. The final team informational webpage was produced  and is contained within the OFEB 
website, which  can be found by accessing the OFEB website at http://www.oregonfeb.us/, clicking on the 
Emergency Prep tab near the top of the page, followed by the Earthquake Preparedness link. To support the 
sustainability of the project, we have prepared and provided the OFEB an MS Word document that duplicates 
the web page and prepared a “how to” document on converting the MS Word format to the HTML product.   

http://www.oregonfeb.us/

